Venue

Altstadtisches Rathaus Brandenburg (Old Town Hall)
Altstadtischer Markt 10 | 14770 Brandenburg an der Havel, Germany

Accreditation

The main symposium is awarded with 12 CME points by the Medical
Association of Brandenburg and the workshop with 3 CME points.

Questions & further information

Prof. Dr. Barbara Seliger | Maria Heise, Institute for Pathology
Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg, Germany
Phone: +49 345 557 1459 | Mail: immunpathologie@uk-halle.de

Dr. Katja Bolcker, Institute for Translational Immunology
Brandenburg Medical School Theodor Fontane, Germany
Phone: +49 3322 2182218 | Mail: katja.boelcker@mhb-fontane.de
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TIMO KR Workshop
Thursday, 7 May 2026

12.00 Welcome and introduction
Barbara Seliger (Brandenburg/Halle)

Session | (Chair: Markus Maeurer)

12.10 Characterization of tertiary lymphoid structures in human
cancer by multipleximmunohistochemistry
Rebecca Rothe (Dresden, GER)

12.25 Premature senescence links to immune microenvironment
and predicts outcome in BCR::ABL1-negative MPN
Marcus Bauer (Halle, GER)

12.40 Enrichment of a TIM-3+, immunosuppressed myeloid cell
population in pediatric low-grade gliomas
Daniela Kocher (Jena, GER)

12.55 Development of an organoid culture workflow for drug
screening toward personalized cancer therapy
Truong Huu Hoang (Hanoi, VNM)

13.10 Establishment and characterization of a patient-derived
tumoroid model for triple-negative breast cancer
Claudia Mdller (Leipzig, GER)

13.25 ATF3 characterizes drug-tolerant persister cells in HGSOC
Chunguang Liang (Jena, GER)

13.40 Coffee break & poster viewing
Session Il (Chair: Michael Lotze)

14.00 Development of a novel antibody-based immunotherapy
against melanotransferrin-expressing tumors
Ophir Pick (Jerusalem, ISR)

14.15 Impact of ubiquitin-D (UBID, FAT10) on breast cancer
prognosis and tamoxifen resistance
Norbert Nass (Brandenburg, GER)

14.30 Afatty acid binding protein as a novel target for CD8+ T cell
exhaustion: Predicting poor clinical outcomes in breast cancer
Oumayma Naji (Casablanca, MAR)

14.45

15.00

15.15

15.30

15.50

16.05

16.20

16.35

16.50

17.05

17:20

17:50

18:00

Macrophage source determines distinct polarization
patterns in tumor co-culture models
Yuan Wang (Halle, GER)

UCHL1 may shape the anti-cancer immune response in the
cutaneous melanoma tumor microenvironment
Piotr Kupczyk (Wroclaw, POL)

PRELP links to tumor immunogenicity and response to
immune checkpoint inhibition in melanoma
Karthikeyan Subbarayan (Brandenburg, GER)

Coffee break & poster viewing
Session Il (Chair: Claudia Wickenhauser)

Menin inhibition enhances graft-versus-leukemia effects by
T-cell activation and endogenous retrovirus induction in AML
Viktor Fetsch (Freiburg, GER)

Gastrin for the treatment of acute GVHD of the stomach
Jana Gawron (Freiburg, GER)

Patient-derived cell cultures reveal B-Cell-associated immune
regulation as a cause of PD-1 resistance in gastric cancer
Sonja Kallendrusch (Potsdam, GER)

Tumor DNA methylation predict the clinical response to
immunotherapy in pleural mesothelioma patients
Francesco Marzani (Siena, ITA)

Functional and molecular monitoring of TIL from sequential
biopsies of breast cancer: insights from KeyPARTNER study
Leonardo Lordello (Lisbon, PRT)

Company spotlight: Immuneo Therapeutics - translating
Al-based peptide vaccines from prediction to bedside
Florian Buhr (Brandenburg, GER)

Meet the editors of JITC: How to write a great paper

and get it published in a good journal

Michael Lotze (Pittsburgh, USA)

Closing remarks

Poster session & get-together
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20 Years of Immuno-Oncology Excellence

TIMO brings together international scientists and clinicians to
advance the future of cancer immunotherapy. While immuno-
therapies have revolutionized oncology, many still fail to achieve
lasting successes. Overcoming immune escape and reshaping the
tumor microenvironment remain key challenges.

For the third time hosted by the Brandenburg Medical School,
TIMO 2026 will highlight immune escape mechanisms, immune
metabolism, biomarkers, and innovative therapies. Celebrating
its 20th anniversary, TIMO continues to provide a high-level
platform for scientific exchange and collaboration, including
dedicated opportunities for early-career researchers.
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TIMO KK Symposium
Friday, 8 May 2026

08.30 Welcome and introduction
Barbara Seliger (Brandenburg/Halle, GER)

Session: Immune escape |
Chair: Stefani Spranger/ Michael Lotze

8.45 Interplay of intrinsic and extrinsic immune escape
mechanisms of tumors
Barbara Seliger (Brandenburg/Halle, GER)

09.15 Immune escape in acute leukemia
Robert Zeiser (Freiburg, GER)

09.45 Targeting the interplay between oncogenic RAS
signaling and tumor immune evasion in lung cancer
Julian Downward (London, GBR)

10.15 MOMP involvement in the cytotoxicity and
immunogenicity of radiation therapy in breast cancer
Manuel Beltran Visiedo (Philadelphia, USA)

10.35 Coffee break

Session: Immune escape |l
Chair: Chiara Massa/ Julian Downward

11.15 Neoantigen architectures and immune escape
Stefani Spranger (Cambridge, USA)

11.45 Converting noise to signal: heterogeneity and
self-organization in cancer tissues
Barbara Griinwald (Essen, GER)

12.15 The Dark Side - illuminated: peptidomes that
prime cancer immunity

Bernard Fox (Portland, USA)

12:45 Lunch break and poster viewing

13:40

13:45

14:15

14:45

15:15

15:45

16:15

16:45

17:15

17:45

18:15

19:00

Introduction: Barbara Seliger (Brandenburg/Halle, GER)

Keynote: The evolution of the immune microenvironment
during oncogenesis in precancerous lesion
Jérbme Galon (Paris, FR)

Session: Immune metabolism and immune response
Chair: Diana Dudziak/ Francesco Marincola

Targeted treatment of Fusobacterium nucleatum
transforms cold tumors into hot ones
Ofer Mandelboim (Jerusalem, ISR)

Immunometabolic dysregulations that mark cancer
development
Antonio Sica (Milan, ITA)

Epigenetic modulation drives inflammatory responses
in sarcoma
Andreas Lundqvist (Stockholm, SWE)

Coffee break

Session: Biomarkers and bioinformatics
Chair: Barbara Griinwald/ Bernard Fox

Leveraging single cell technologies to engineer
the immune system
Ido Amit (Rehovot, ISR)

Influence of tumor genetics on the acute leukemia
microenvironment

Sergio Rutella (Sheffield, GBR)

Neutrophils: drug targets in cancer
Zlatko Trajanoski (Innsbruck, AUT)

Do we need humans in research and medicine:
now that Al is taking over?
Stefan Glick (Miami, USA)

Closing remarks: Barbara Seliger (Brandenburg, GER)

Networking dinner at restaurant “Theaterklause”

Saturday, 9 May 2026

Session: Immunotherapy approaches
Chair: Antonio Sica/ Ido Amit

08:00 Impact of differential tumor derived factors on
DC dependent T cell priming
Diana Dudziak (Jena, GER)

08:30 Time for TIL and delivery of DC
Michael Lotze (Pittsburgh, USA)

09:00 Shaping biological heterogeneity of tumors by
epigenetic processes
Michele Maio (Siena, ITA)

09:30 Improving immunotherapy in head and neck cancer
Christoph Schultheilé (Basel, CH)

10:00 Coffee break

Session: Innovative cell therapies and combinations
Chair: Michele Maio/Robert Zeiser

10:30 Bridging fundamental immunobiology and
the GDFATHER trials
Jorg Wischhusen (Wirzburg, GER)

11:00 Orchestrated innate and adaptive immune responses
in effective cell therapy
Markus Maeurer (Lisboa, PRT)

11:30 Viral mimicry meets dark matter
Francesco Marincola (Tijuana, MEX))

12:00 Combining tumor-specific vaccination with radio-
pharmaceutical therapy to increase anti-tumor efficacy

Douglas G. McNeel (Madison, USA)

12:30 Wrap up and closing remarks
Michael Bachmann (Dresden, GER)

12:45 End of conference



	20 Years of Immuno-Oncology Excellence
	Sponsors
	Saturday, 9 May 2026
	08.30
	8.45
	09.15
	09.45
	10.15
	10.35
	11.15
	11.45
	12.15
	12:45
	Welcome and introduction  Barbara Seliger (Brandenburg/Halle, GER)
	Session: Immune escape I  Chair: Stefani Spranger/ Michael Lotze
	Interplay of intrinsic and extrinsic immune escape mechanisms of tumors  Barbara Seliger (Brandenburg/Halle, GER)
	Immune escape in acute leukemia Robert Zeiser (Freiburg, GER)
	Targeting the interplay between oncogenic RAS  signaling and tumor immune evasion in lung cancer  Julian Downward (London, GBR)
	MOMP involvement in the cytotoxicity and   immunogenicity of radiation therapy in breast cancer  Manuel Beltrán Visiedo (Philadelphia, USA)

	Coffee break
	Session: Immune escape II  Chair: Chiara Massa/ Julian Downward
	Neoantigen architectures and immune escape  Stefani Spranger (Cambridge, USA)
	Converting noise to signal: heterogeneity and  self-organization in cancer tissues  Barbara Grünwald (Essen, GER)
	The Dark Side - illuminated: peptidomes that  prime cancer immunity  Bernard Fox (Portland, USA)

	Lunch break and poster viewing
	13:40
	13:45
	14:15
	14:45
	15:15
	15:45
	16:15
	16:45
	17:15
	17:45
	18:15
	19:00
	Introduction: Barbara Seliger (Brandenburg/Halle, GER)
	Keynote: The evolution of the immune microenvironment  during oncogenesis in precancerous lesion  Jérôme Galon (Paris, FR)
	Session: Immune metabolism and immune response  Chair: Diana Dudziak/ Francesco Marincola
	Targeted treatment of Fusobacterium nucleatum transforms cold tumors into hot ones  Ofer Mandelboim (Jerusalem, ISR)
	Immunometabolic dysregulations that mark cancer development  Antonio Sica (Milan, ITA)
	Epigenetic modulation drives inflammatory responses  in sarcoma  Andreas Lundqvist (Stockholm, SWE)

	Coffee break
	Session: Biomarkers and bioinformatics  Chair: Barbara Grünwald/ Bernard Fox
	Leveraging single cell technologies to engineer  the immune system  Ido Amit (Rehovot, ISR)
	Influence of tumor genetics on the acute leukemia microenvironment  Sergio Rutella (Sheffield, GBR)
	Neutrophils: drug targets in cancer  Zlatko Trajanoski (Innsbruck, AUT)
	Do we need humans in research and medicine:  now that AI is taking over?  Stefan Glück (Miami, USA)
	Closing remarks: Barbara Seliger (Brandenburg, GER)

	Networking dinner at restaurant “Theaterklause”
	08:00
	08:30
	09:00
	09:30
	10:00
	10:30
	11:00
	11:30
	12:00
	12:30
	12:45
	Session: Immunotherapy approaches  Chair: Antonio Sica/ Ido Amit
	Impact of differential tumor derived factors on  DC dependent T cell priming  Diana Dudziak (Jena, GER)
	Time for TIL and delivery of DC  Michael Lotze (Pittsburgh, USA)
	Shaping biological heterogeneity of tumors by  epigenetic processes  Michele Maio (Siena, ITA)
	Improving immunotherapy in head and neck cancer  Christoph Schultheiß (Basel, CH)

	Coffee break
	Session: Innovative cell therapies and combinations  Chair: Michele Maio/Robert Zeiser
	Bridging fundamental immunobiology and  the GDFATHER trials Jörg Wischhusen (Würzburg, GER)
	Orchestrated innate and adaptive immune responses in effective cell therapy  Markus Maeurer (Lisboa, PRT)
	Viral mimicry meets dark matter  Francesco Marincola (Tijuana, MEX))
	Combining tumor-specific vaccination with radio-pharmaceutical therapy to increase anti-tumor efficacy  Douglas G. McNeel (Madison, USA)
	Wrap up and closing remarks Michael Bachmann (Dresden, GER)

	End of conference

	TIMO XX Symposium
	Friday, 8 May 2026



